
Reinhard Bauer & Ursula Maurič 

Namaste Nepal 
"Educational Tour" to promote international cooperation in the field of educa-
tion 

From October 22 to 29, 2024, Dr. Ursula Maurič (Institute Urban Diversity Education, 

UDE) and Dr. Reinhard Bauer (Institute of Secondary Vocational Education, I:SBB) 

traveled to Nepal to strengthen the cooperation between the University College of 

Teacher Education Vienna (PH Wien) and the Kathmandu University School of Edu-

cation (KUSoEd) in Lalitpur as well as Kathmandu University (KU) in Dhulikhel. The 

trip was funded through Erasmus+ Staff Mobility and made possible by the outstand-

ing organization of Dr. Florentine Paudel from PH Wien. Manoj Paudel ensured 

seamless arrangements for transfers, accommodations, and local guides through his 

company “Erlebe Nepal”, making this journey an unforgettable experience. 

 

 
Figure 1: Ursula Maurič and Reinhard Bauer in Balthali, approximately 40 kilometers southeast of Kathmandu, near the his-
toric town of Panauti (Photo: R. Bauer) 
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Professional Exchange and Collaboration 
As part of the trip, several meetings were held with leading representatives of Kath-

mandu University and KUSoEd to discuss opportunities for future joint projects. The 

goal was to strengthen collaboration in the areas of research projects, publications, 

as well as student and faculty exchanges. 

 
Figure 2: From left to right, Reinhard Bauer, Prof. Dr. Suresh Gautam, and Ursula Maurič in front of the Kathmandu Univer-
sity School of Education (KUSoEd) in Lalitpur (Photo: Valery Khomenko) 
 
The first meeting focused on development education. Together with Prof. Dr. Bal 

Chandra Lutiel, Dr. Indra Mani Rai, Dr. Lina Gurung, and Dr. Suresh Gautam, discus-

sions were held on integrating sustainable educational approaches into curricula. 

Particular emphasis was placed on promoting inclusion, digital competence, educa-

tion for sustainable development, and global citizenship education. 
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Figure 3: From left to right, Ursula Maurič, Reinhard Bauer, and Prof. Dr. Bal Chandra Lutiel, Dean of KUSoEd (Photo: Valery 
Khomenko) 
 

   
 
Figure 4: Prof. Dr. Suresh Gautam, Prof. Dr. Lina Gurung, Prof. Dr. Indra Mani Rai, and Ursula Maurič listening to Reinhard 
Bauer's presentation on the state of vocational education in Austria (Photos: Valery Khomenko) 

Another meeting focused on Technical and Vocational Education and Training 

(TVET). Together with Prof. Dr. Mahesh Nath Parajuli, Dr. Prakash Kumar Paudel, 

and Dr. Suresh Gautam, approaches to modernizing TVET programs in Nepal and 

Austria were compared. Discussions centered on how practical teaching methods 

and modern technologies can be integrated into vocational teacher education to ad-

dress the challenges of the 21st century. 
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Figure 5: From left to right, Ursula Maurič, Prof. Dr. Suresh Gautam, Prof. Dr. Mahesh Nath Parajuli, Reinhard Bauer, and 
Prof. Dr. Prakash Kumar Paudel (Photo: Valery Khomenko) 
 

  
 
Figure 6: The TVET team of KUSoEd in discussion with Ursula Maurič and Reinhard Bauer (Photos: Valery Khomenko) 

In a conversation with Dr. Dinesh Kafle, Director of the Global Engagement Division 

Office at Kathmandu University, strategies for deepening international networking 

were explored. Both parties expressed great interest in developing joint research pro-

jects in the areas of Global Citizenship Education (GCE), democracy education, and 

Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET). 
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Figure 7: From left to right, Reinhard Bauer, Ursula Maurič, Prof. Dr. Dinesh Kafle, and Prof. Dr. Suresh Gautam (Photo: Val-
ery Khomenko) 
 
Online Lectures for Master's Students 
A highlight of the trip was the lectures by Ursula Maurič and Reinhard Bauer, which, 

due to storm damage at KUSoEd, were delivered online from their hotel in Kath-

mandu. Both presented current and practical topics relevant to the education sector 

to Master's students at Kathmandu University. 

 

Ursula Maurič delivered a lecture on the topic “How Global Citizenship Education 

can contribute to Democracy Education in a multilingual migration society like Aus-

tria”. She explained how GCE can promote democracy and social cohesion, particu-

larly in multicultural and migration-influenced societies. By fostering critical reflection 

and alternative approaches to thinking, the goal is to create learning spaces that en-

hance understanding and coexistence in diverse communities. 

 

Reinhard Bauer presented “Shaping the Future of Austrian Secondary Vocational 

Teacher Education: On Challenges and Curricular Innovations”. He discussed the 

challenges faced by the Austrian vocational education system in an evolving labor 

market. The focus was on new curricula that integrate practical and theoretical 
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approaches while emphasizing topics such as digital competence, sustainability, and 

inclusion. 

 
Figure 8: Flyer for the seminar “Future Teachers for TVET and Civic Education” 
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The lectures generated great interest and stimulated lively discussions among the 

students. Both speakers were able to provide valuable insights to foster international 

exchange in the field of education. (See Bibek Poudel's comment on LinkedIn). 

 

Visit to Kathmandu University in Dhulikhel 
In Dhulikhel, Ursula Maurič and Reinhard Bauer were welcomed by Mrs. Ambika 

Thapa, Administrative Officer of the Global Engagement Division, and Ashika 

Pokharel, a KU graduate. Following a warm reception, they were given an extensive 

tour of the campus, providing insights into the university's modern infrastructure and 

academic endeavors. 

  

 

 

Figure 9: Ursula Maurič and Reinhard Bauer being guided through Kathmandu University by Mrs. Ambika 
Thapa and Ashika Pokharel (Photos: Valery Khomenko) 

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/bibek-poudel-91853165_tvet-education-teacher-activity-7255261480437071872-tB4Z/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
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Figure 10: From left to right, Reinhard Bauer, Ursula Maurič, and Ashika Pokharel (Photo: Valery Khomenko) 

 

Cultural and Scenic Highlights 
In addition to the professional program, Ursula Maurič and Reinhard Bauer had the 

opportunity to experience Nepal's rich culture and stunning natural landscapes. 

Guided by Narayan Adhikari and Saroj Paudel, they explored some of the country's 

most significant landmarks. 

 

Ason Bazaar 
In the heart of Kathmandu's old town lies the bustling Ason Bazaar, a vibrant market 

teeming with colors, scents, and sounds. This lively hub blends commerce and cul-

ture, offering everything from spices and textiles to local delicacies, providing an au-

thentic glimpse into the daily lives of the locals. 

 

Kathmandu Durbar Square 

This historic square, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, captivates visitors with its array 

of intricately designed temples, palaces, and statues. Particularly noteworthy is the 

Nyatapola Temple, one of the tallest and best-preserved examples of Nepalese pa-

goda architecture. Durbar Square reflects Kathmandu's royal past and cultural rich-

ness, offering a glimpse into its storied heritage. 
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Swayambhunath Temple Complex (Monkey Temple) 
Perched atop a hill overlooking Kathmandu Valley, the Swayambhunath Temple 

Complex – popularly known as the Monkey Temple – offers breathtaking panoramic 

views. This sacred Buddhist site, adorned with a striking white stupa and gilded spire, 

is one of Nepal's oldest and most iconic religious landmarks. The presence of playful 

monkeys adds a unique charm to the spiritual atmosphere, making it a must-visit des-

tination. 

 
Figure 11: Swayambhunath Temple Complex (Photo: Reinhard Bauer) 

 

Cuisine and Tradition 

A special highlight was the dinner at the Bhojan Bhumi restaurant. Traditional Nepa-

lese dishes were served, accompanied by live music and dance performances that 

showcased the richness and diversity of Nepalese culture. 

 

Trekking in the Dhulikhel Area 
The travelers also embarked on two trekking tours with guide Puru. The first trek led 

to Balthali, a picturesque farming village nestled in nature. Here, they experienced 

traditional village life and enjoyed the tranquility and stunning beauty of the surround-

ing landscape. 
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Figure 12: Balthali, a village of the Newar community, situated in the Kathmandu Valley basin at an altitude of 1,700 meters 
(Photo: Reinhard Bauer) 
 
The second tour led to the Namobuddha Monastery, an important Buddhist pilgrim-

age site. According to legend, Buddha once sacrificed his life at this location to save 

a starving tiger. The monastery complex exudes a profound sense of spirituality and 

tranquility, while the surrounding area impresses with its verdant hills and spectacular 

views. 

 

On the way back to Kathmandu, the historic towns of Panauti and Bhaktapur were 

visited. Panauti is renowned for its well-preserved temples and spiritual ambiance, 

while Bhaktapur captivated with its medieval architecture and vibrant pottery-making 

traditions. 
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Figure 13: View of Taumadhi Square from the Temple of Goddess Siddhi Laxmi, Bhaktapur (Photo: Reinhard Bauer) 

 

Conclusion and Acknowledgements 
The “Educational Tour” to Nepal was a resounding success on both professional and 

cultural levels. The intensive conversations and workshops laid the foundation for fu-

ture collaborations and provided valuable insights into the education systems of both 

countries. Additionally, the cultural experiences and encounters with the Nepalese 

people enriched the journey and left lasting impressions. 

 

Special thanks go to Dr. Suresh Gautam from KUSoEd, Nepal, and Florentine Paudel 

from the Research Management Center at PH Wien, for their comprehensive plan-

ning and support; Dr. Thomas Bauer from the Internationalization Center at PH Wien; 

as well as Manoj Paudel and his team from “Erlebe Nepal” in Kathmandu for their ex-

cellent organization and on-site support. Thanks to their efforts, this journey became 

an unforgettable experience and a gateway to future joint activities with Kathmandu 

University. Namaste Nepal! 


